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Provided is an operation device for an elevator, which is
capable of improving an operation efficiency of the elevator.
The operation device includes: a landing destination-floor
reservation device for storing, by input of personal-authenti-
cation information and destination-floor information thereto,
the personal-authentication information to register a destina-
tion floor for a car; a car control device for raising and low-
ering the car based on information from the landing destina-
tion-floor reservation device; and a user restriction device to
which personal-authentication information is input, for
checking the input personal-authentication information
against the personal-authentication information input to the
landing destination-floor reservation device to restrict board-
ing of a user on the car.
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1
OPERATION DEVICE FOR AN ELEVATOR
THAT INCLUDES AN ELEVATOR ACCESS
RESTRICTION DEVICE

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention relates to an operation device for an
elevator, which raises and lowers a car.

BACKGROUND ART

Conventionally, there is known an operation device for an
elevator, which includes a landing destination-floor reserva-
tion device for calculating, by input of personal-authentica-
tion information and destination-floor information thereto,
the number of booked users based on the personal-authenti-
cation information to register a destination floor for a car
based on the destination-floor information. The operation
device for the elevator controls the raising and lowering of the
car based on information of the number of booked users and
the information of the registered destination floor, thereby
improving an operation efficiency of the elevator (for
example, see Patent Literature 1).

CITATION LIST

Patent Literature
Patent Literature 1: JP 2005-119877 A

SUMMARY OF INVENTION
Technical Problem

When the car is filled to capacity by boarding of a user who
has not operated the landing destination-floor reservation
device on the car, however, the car stops at a landing where
there is the user who has operated the landing destination-
floor reservation device even though the user cannot subse-
quently board the car. Therefore, there is a problem in that the
operation efficiency of the elevator is lowered.

The present invention is to provide an operation device for
an elevator, which is capable of improving an operation effi-
ciency of the elevator.

Solution to Problem

An operation device for an elevator according to the
present invention includes: a landing destination-floor reser-
vation device for storing, by input of personal-authentication
information and destination-floor information thereto, the
personal-authentication information to register a destination
floor fora car; a car control device for raising and lowering the
car based on information from the landing destination-floor
reservation device; and a user restriction device to which
personal-authentication information is input, for checking the
input personal-authentication information against the per-
sonal-authentication information input to the landing desti-
nation-floor reservation device to restrict boarding of a user
on the car.

Advantageous Effects of Invention

The operation device for the elevator according to the
present invention includes the user restriction device, to
which the personal-authentication information is input, for
checking the input personal-authentication information
against the personal-authentication information input to the
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2

landing destination-floor reservation device to restrict the
boarding of the user on the car. Therefore, the user can be
prevented from boarding the car without operating the land-
ing destination-floor reservation device. As a result, the
operation efficiency of the elevator can be improved.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 A configuration diagram illustrating an elevator
according to a first embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 2 A block diagram illustrating an operation device for
the elevator illustrated in FIG. 1.

FIG. 3 A flowchart illustrating an operation of the opera-
tion device for the elevator illustrated in FIG. 1.

FIG. 4 A flowchart illustrating an operation of the opera-
tion device for the elevator, according to a second embodi-
ment of the present invention.

DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

Hereinafter, embodiments of the present invention are
described referring to the drawings. In the drawings, the same
or equivalent members and parts are denoted by the same
reference numerals for description.

First Embodiment

FIG. 1 is a configuration diagram illustrating an elevator
according to a first embodiment of the present invention. In
the drawing, the elevator includes a car 1 to be raised and
lowered in a hoistway, a control board 2 for controlling the
raising and lowering of the car 1, a landing destination-floor
reservation input device 3 provided at each floor, a user
restriction device main body 4 provided to each landing, and
a speaker 5 for making an announcement. The car 1 includes
destination-floor buttons 1a to be operated by a user in the car
1.

The landing destination-floor reservation input device 3 is
located in the landing or at a position away from the landing.
The landing destination-floor reservation input device 3
includes a personal-authentication information input section
3a, to which personal-authentication information is input,
and a destination-floor information input section 35, to which
destination-floor information is input. The personal-authen-
tication information is input to the personal-authentication
information input section 3a by using a fingerprint of the user,
a card for identifying the user, or the like. By inputting a
destination-floor number by the user, the destination-floor
information is input to the destination-floor information input
section 3b. The landing destination-floor reservation input
device 3 may be the landing destination-floor reservation
input device 3 to which the destination-floor information is
input after the personal-authentication information is input,
for example, a button with a fingerprint authentication infor-
mation input device, a numerical keypad with a card reader, a
security gate, or the like.

The user restriction device main body 4 includes a fence 6
surrounding a landing doorway, through which a passage 6a
is formed, a door 7 for opening and closing the passage 6a, an
input device 8 for a user restriction device (destination-floor
input device), to which the personal-authentication informa-
tion and the destination-floor information are input, and a
passage detection section (not shown) for detecting the pas-
sage of the user through the passage 6a. Similarly to the
landing destination-floor reservation input device 3, the input
device 8 for the user restriction device includes a personal-
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authentication information input section and a destination-
floor information input section.

The personal-authentication information and the destina-
tion-floor information input to the landing destination-floor
reservation input device 3 are transmitted to a destination-
floor reservation receiving section 9. The destination-floor
reservation receiving section 9 transmits the personal-authen-
tication information transmitted from the landing destina-
tion-floor reservation input device 3 to a booked-user storage
section 10. The booked-user storage section 10 stores the
personal-authentication information transmitted from the
destination-floor reservation receiving section 9.

When transmitting the personal-authentication informa-
tion and the destination-floor information to the destination-
floor reservation receiving section 9, the landing destination-
floor reservation input device 3 simultaneously transmits
landing-floor information indicating a landing floor, at which
the landing destination-floor reservation input device 3 is
provided, to the destination-floor reservation receiving sec-
tion 9. The destination-floor reservation receiving section 9
transmits the destination-floor information and the landing-
floor information transmitted from the landing destination-
floor reservation input device 3 to a destination-floor reser-
vation management section 11.

The landing destination-floor reservation input device 3,
the destination-floor reservation receiving section 9, the
booked-user storage section 10, and the destination-floor res-
ervation management section 11 constitute a landing destina-
tion-floor reservation device 12.

The personal-authentication information and the destina-
tion-floor information input to the input device 8 for the user
restriction device are transmitted to a booked-user determin-
ing section 13. The personal-authentication information
stored in the booked-user storage section 10 is to be transmit-
ted to the booked-user determining section 13. The booked-
user determining section 13 checks the personal-authentica-
tion information transmitted from the booked-user storage
section 10 against the personal-authentication information
transmitted from the input device 8 for the user restriction
device. The booked-user determining section 13 transmits a
passage closing/opening signal to a passage opening/closing
section 14 based on the result of check. The passage opening/
closing section 14 turns the door 7 to open/close the passage
6a formed through the fence 6 based on the passage opening/
closing signal.

The destination-floor information transmitted to the
booked-user determining section 13 is transmitted to an
unbooked user acceptance determining section 15. The des-
tination-floor information managed by the destination-floor
reservation management section 11 is to be transmitted to the
unbooked user acceptance determining section 15. The
unbooked-user acceptance determining section 15 checks the
destination-floor information transmitted from the destina-
tion-floor reservation management section 11 against the des-
tination-floor information transmitted from the booked-user
determining section 13. The unbooked-user acceptance deter-
mining section 15 transmits the passage opening/closing sig-
nal to the passage opening/closing section 14 based on the
result of check.

The user restriction device main body 4, the booked-user
determining section 13, the passage opening/closing section
14, and the non-booked user acceptance determining section
15 constitute a user restriction device 16.

By the arrival of the car 1 at the landing, a landing-floor
arrival detecting section 17 detects the arrival of the car 1 at
the landing. The landing-floor arrival detecting section 17
transmits car-arrival information indicating the arrival of the
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4

car 1 at the landing to a car-call registering section 18. The
destination-floor information is to be transmitted from the
destination-floor reservation management section 11 to the
car-call registering section 18. By receiving the car-arrival
information, the car-call registering section 18 transmits car-
call registration information to a control section 19 based on
the destination-floor information transmitted from the desti-
nation-floor reservation management section 11. The control
section 19 registers a car call based on the car-call registration
information transmitted from the car-call registering section
18.

Landing-floor information transmitted to the destination-
floor reservation management section 11 is transmitted to a
landing-call registering section 20. The landing-call register-
ing section 20 transmits landing-call registration information
to the control section 19 based on the landing floor informa-
tion transmitted from the destination-floor reservation man-
agement section 11. The control section 19 registers a landing
call based on the landing-call registration information trans-
mitted from the landing-call registering section 20.

The landing-floor arrival detecting section 17, the car-call
registering section 18, the control section 19, and the landing-
call registering section 20 constitute a car control device 21.

The unbooked-user acceptance determining section 15
transmits announcement start information indicating the start
of'an announcement to a speaker driving section 22 based on
the result of check of the destination-floor information trans-
mitted from the destination-floor reservation management
section 11 against the destination-floor information transmit-
ted from the booked-user determining section 13. The
speaker driving section 22 allows the speaker 5 to make an
announcement for prompting the input of the personal-au-
thentication information and the destination-floor informa-
tion to the landing destination-floor reservation device 12
based on the announcement start information.

The speaker 5 and the speaker driving section 22 constitute
a speech generation device 23.

The landing destination-floor reservation device 12, the
user restriction device 16, the car control device 21, and the
speech generation device 23 constitute an operation device
for the elevator.

The destination-floor reservation receiving section 9, the
booked-user storage section 10, the destination-floor reserva-
tion management section 11, the booked-user determining
section 13, the passage opening/closing section 14, the
unbooked-user acceptance determining section 15, the land-
ing-floor arrival detecting section 17, the car-call registering
section 18, the control section 19, the landing-call registering
section 20, and the speaker driving section 22 are contained in
the control board 2.

FIG. 2 is a block diagram illustrating the operation device
for the elevator, illustrated in FIG. 1. The control board 2
includes a central processing unit (CPU) 24, a read-only
memory (ROM) 25 in which an operation program is stored,
amemory (RAM) 26 for storing data necessary for the control
of the car 1, and a converter 27. The destination-floor buttons
1a, the landing destination-floor reservation input device 3,
the speaker 5, the door 7, and the input device 8 for the user
restriction device are connected to the converter 27. In the
converter 27, input signals from the destination-floor buttons
1a, the landing destination-floor reservation input device 3,
the speaker 5, the door 7, and the input device 8 for the user
restriction device to the central processing unit 24 are con-
verted, whereas output signals from the central processing
unit 24 to the destination-floor buttons 1a, the landing desti-
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nation-floor reservation input device 3, the speaker 5, the door
7, and the input device 8 for the user restriction device are
converted.

Next, an operation is described. FIG. 3 is a flowchart illus-
trating an operation of the operation device for the elevator,
illustrated in FIG. 1. A control program illustrated in the
flowchart is mounted on the control board 2. First, the landing
destination-floor reservation device 12 determines whether or
not the personal-authentication information and the destina-
tion-floor information have been input to the landing destina-
tion-floor reservation device 12 (Step S1).

When the landing destination-floor reservation device 12
determines that the personal-authentication information and
the destination-floor information have been input to the land-
ing destination-floor reservation device 12 in Step S1, the car
control device 21 registers the landing call, and the landing
destination-floor reservation device 12 stores the input per-
sonal-authentication information as personal-authentication
information of the booked user (Step S2).

Thereafter, the car control device 21 determines whether or
not the car 1 has arrived at the landing floor (Step S3). When
the car control device 21 determines that the car 1 has not
arrived at the landing floor in Step S3, the processing returns
to Step S1. When the car control device 21 determines that the
car 1 has arrived at the landing floor in Step S3, the user
restriction device 16 determines whether or not the personal-
authentication information has been input to the user restric-
tion device 16 (Step S4).

When the user restriction device 16 determines that the
personal-authentication information has been input to the
user restriction device 16 in Step S4, the user restriction
device 16 determines whether or not the personal-authentica-
tion information input to the landing destination-floor reser-
vation device 12 and the personal-authentication information
input to the user restriction device 16 are identical with each
other (Step S5).

When the user restriction device 16 determines that the
personal-authentication information input to the landing des-
tination-floor reservation device 12 and the personal-authen-
tication information input to the user restriction device 16 are
identical with each other in Step S5, the user restriction device
16 opens the passage 6a and the car control device 21 registers
the car call (Step S6).

On the other hand, when the user restriction device 16
determines that the personal-authentication information
input to the landing destination-floor reservation device 12
and the personal-authentication information input to the user
restriction device 16 are not identical with each other in Step
S5, the user restriction device 16 determines whether or not
the destination-floor information has been input to the user
restriction device 16 (Step S7).

When the user restriction device 16 determines that the
destination-floor information has not been input to the user
restriction device 16 in Step S7, the processing returns to Step
S4. On the other hand, when the user restriction device 16
determines that the destination-floor information has been
input to the user restriction device 16 in Step S7, the user
restriction device 16 determines whether or not the number of
booked users is equal to or smaller than a capacity (Step S8).

When the user restriction device 16 determines that the
number of booked users is equal to or smaller than the capac-
ity in Step S8, the processing proceeds to Step S6. On the
other hand, when the user restriction device 16 determines
that the number of booked users is not equal to or smaller than
the capacity in Step S8, an announcement for prompting the
input of the personal-authentication information and the des-
tination-floor information to the landing destination-floor
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reservation device 12 is made by the speech generation device
23 (Step S9). Then, the processing returns to Step S4.

After Step S6, the user restriction device 16 determines
whether or not the user has passed through the passage 6a
(Step S10). When the user restriction device 16 determines
that the user has not passed through the passage 6a, Step S10
is repeated. On the other hand, when the user restriction
device 16 determines that the user has passed through the
passage 6a in Step S10, the user restriction device 16 closes
the passage 6a (Step S11). Then, the processing returns to
Step S4.

When the user restriction device 16 determines that the
personal-authentication information has not been input to the
user restriction device 16 in Step S4, the car control device 21
determines whether or not the doorway of the car 1 is closed
(Step S12). When the car control device 21 determines that
the doorway of the car 1 is not closed in Step S12, the pro-
cessing returns to Step S4. When the car control device 21
determines that the doorway of the car 1 is closed in Step S12,
the raising and lowering of the car 1 is started and the per-
sonal-authentication information stored in the landing desti-
nation-floor reservation device 12 is erased (the booked-user
storage section 10 is reset) (Step S13). By the processing
described above, the operation of the operation device for the
elevator from the start of the operation of the landing desti-
nation-floor reservation device 12 to the boarding of the user
on the car 1 is terminated.

As described above, the operation device for the elevator
according to the first embodiment of the present invention
includes the user restriction device 16, to which the personal-
authentication information is input, for checking the input
personal-authentication information against the personal-au-
thentication information input to the landing destination-
floor reservation device 12 to restrict the boarding of the user
onthe car 1. Therefore, the user can be prevented from board-
ing the car 1 without operating the landing destination-floor
reservation device 12. As a result, the operation efficiency of
the elevator can be improved.

Moreover, there is further provided the speech generation
device 23 for making the announcement for prompting the
input of the personal-authentication information and the des-
tination-floor information to the landing destination-floor
reservation device 12 when the personal-authentication infor-
mation input to the landing destination-floor reservation
device 12 and the personal-authentication information input
to the user restriction device 16 are not identical with each
other. Therefore, the user can be more reliably caused to
operate the landing destination-floor reservation device 12.

Further, the user restriction device 16 does not allow the
user to board the car 1 when the personal-authentication
information input to the landing destination-floor reservation
device 12 and the personal-authentication information input
to the user restriction device 16 are not identical with each
other. Therefore, the user can be reliably prevented from
boarding the car 1 without operating the landing destination-
floor reservation device 12.

Further, the landing destination-floor reservation device 12
calculates the number of users in the car 1 based on the stored
personal-authentication information, whereas the user
restriction device 16 allows the user to board the car 1 when
the number of persons in the car 1 is equal to or smaller than
the capacity. Therefore, when the car 1 is not full, the user
who has not operated the landing destination-floor reserva-
tion device 12 can board the car 1. As a result, an operation
efficiency of the elevator can be further improved.

In the first embodiment described above, there has been
described the operation device for the elevator, which allows
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the user who has not operated the landing destination-floor
reservation device 12 to board the car 1 when the number of
persons in the car 1 is equal to or smaller than the capacity.
However, the operation device for the elevator may prevent
the user who has not operated the landing destination-floor
reservation device 12 from boarding the car 1 regardless of
whether or not the number of persons in the car 1 is equal to
or smaller than the capacity.

Moreover, the input device 8 for the user restriction device,
including both the personal-authentication information input
section and the destination-floor information input section,
has been described as an example in the first embodiment
described above. However, the input device for the user
restriction device may include only the personal-authentica-
tion information input device without including the destina-
tion-floor information input section. In this case, the user who
boards the car 1 without operating the landing destination-
floor reservation device 12 operates the destination-floor but-
tons 1a of the car 1.

Second Embodiment

FIG. 4 is a flowchart illustrating an operation of the opera-
tion device for the elevator, according to a second embodi-
ment of the present invention. In the operation device for the
elevator according to the second embodiment of the present
invention, when the user restriction device 16 determines that
the personal-authentication information input to the landing
destination-floor reservation device 12 and the personal-au-
thentication information input to the user restriction device 16
are not identical with each other in Step S5, the user restric-
tion device 16 determines whether or not the destination-floor
information has been input to the user restriction device 16
(Step S7).

When the user restriction device 16 determines that the
destination-floor information has been input to the user
restriction device 16 in Step S7, the user restriction device 16
determines whether or not the destination-floor information
input to the landing destination-floor reservation device 12
and the destination-floor information input to the user restric-
tion device 16 are identical with each other (Step S8). When
the user restriction device 16 determines that the destination-
floor information input to the landing destination-floor reser-
vation device 12 and the destination-floor information input
to the user restriction device 16 are identical with each other
in Step S8, the processing proceeds to Step S6 as in the case
of the first embodiment. On the other hand, when the user
restriction device 16 determines that the destination-floor
information input to the landing destination-floor reservation
device 12 and the destination-floor information input to the
user restriction device 16 are not identical with each other in
Step S8, the processing proceeds to Step S9 as in the case of
the first embodiment.

When the user restriction device 16 determines that the
destination-floor information has not been input to the user
restriction device 16 in Step S7, the processing returns to Step
S4. The remaining operation is the same as that of the first
embodiment.

As described above, according to the operation device for
the elevator, of the second embodiment of the present inven-
tion, the user restriction device 16 includes the input device 8
for the user restriction device, to which the destination-floor
information is input. When the destination-floor information
input to the landing destination-floor reservation device 12
and the destination-floor information input to the input device
8 for the user restriction device are identical with each other,
the user is allowed to board the car 1. Therefore, even a user
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without having operated the landing destination-floor reser-
vation device 12 can board the car 1 when traveling to the
registered destination floor. As a result, the operation effi-
ciency of the elevator can be further improved.

In the second embodiment described above, there has been
described the operation device for the elevator, which allows
even the user without having operated the landing destina-
tion-floor reservation device 12 to board the car 1 when trav-
eling to the registered destination floor. However, the opera-
tion device for the elevator may prevent the user without
having operated the landing destination-floor reservation
device 12 from boarding the car 1 regardless of whether or not
the user without having operated the landing destination-floor
reservation device 12 is to travel to the registered destination
floor.

Further, in the embodiments described above, the speech
generation device 23 for making an announcement for
prompting the input of the personal-authentication informa-
tion and the destination-floor information to the landing des-
tination-floor reservation device 12 has been described as an
example. However, the speech generation device may gener-
ate a warning buzzer sound for informing the user that board-
ing is not allowed.

REFERENCE SIGNS LIST

1 car, 1a destination-floor button, 2 control board, 3 land-
ing destination-floor reservation input device, 3a personal-
authentication information input section, 36 destination-floor
information input section, 4 user restriction device main
body, 5 speaker, 6 fence, 6a passage, 7 door, 8 input device for
user restriction device, 9 destination-floor reservation receiv-
ing section, 10 booked-user storage section, 11 destination-
floor reservation management section, 12 landing destina-
tion-floor reservation device, 13 booked-user determining
section, 14 passage opening/closing section, 15 unbooked
user acceptance determining section, 16 user restriction
device, 17 landing-floor arrival detecting section, 18 car-call
registering section, 19 control section, 20 landing-call regis-
tering section, 21 car control device, 22 speaker driving sec-
tion, 23 speech generation device, 24 central processing unit,
read-only memory, 26 memory, 27 converter

The invention claimed is:

1. An operation device for an elevator, comprising:

a landing destination-floor reservation device for storing,
by input of personal-authentication information and
destination-floor information thereto, the personal-au-
thentication information to register a destination floor
for a car;

a car control device for raising and lowering the car based
on information from the landing destination-floor reser-
vation device; and

a user restriction device to which personal-authentication
information is input, for checking the input personal-
authentication information against the personal-authen-
tication information input to the landing destination-
floor reservation device to restrict boarding of users on
the car for each of the users that have input personal-
authentication information to each of the landing desti-
nation-floor reservation device and the user restriction
device.

2. An operation device for an elevator according to claim 1,
further comprising a speech generation device for making an
announcement for prompting input of the personal-authenti-
cation information and the destination-floor information to
the landing destination-floor reservation device when the per-
sonal-authentication information input to the landing desti-
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nation-floor reservation device and the personal-authentica-
tion information input to the user restriction device are not
identical with each other.

3. An operation device for an elevator according to claim 1,
wherein the user restriction device does not allow a user to
board the car when the personal-authentication information
input to the landing destination-floor reservation device and
the personal-authentication information input to the user
restriction device are not identical with each other for the user.

4. An operation device for an elevator according to claim 1,
wherein the user restriction device includes a destination-
floor input device, to which destination-floor information is
input, and allows a user to board the car when the destination-
floor information input to the landing destination-floor reser-
vation device and the destination-floor information input to
the destination-floor input device are identical with each other
for the user.

5. An operation device for an elevator according to claim 1,
wherein:

the landing destination-floor reservation device calculates

a number of the users in the car based on the stored
personal-authentication information; and

the user restriction device allows a user to board the car

when the number of the users is equal to or smaller than
a capacity.

6. An operation device for an elevator according to claim 2,
wherein the user restriction device does not allow a user to
board the car when the personal-authentication information
input to the landing destination-floor reservation device and
the personal-authentication information input to the user
restriction device are not identical with each other for the user.
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